
 
 

Conference Participants are grouped by alphabetically,  
by country  of origin or place of residence. 

 
 
Giuseppe Buffon OFM ï Rome  
Dean of the Faculty of Theology, La Pontificia Università 
Antonianum  
 
Giuseppe Buffon OFM is Ordinary Professor of the history of the 
modern and contemporary Church and Dean of the Faculty of 
Theology at Pontifical University Antonianum in Rome.   He 
received doctorates in Church History from Pontifical Gregorian 
University, Rome, and in historical -religious sciences at the École 
Pratique des Hautes Études, Paris. At Antonianum he has been a 
member of the Technical Committee for the historical studies of the Order of Friars Minor 
and of the Operative Committee of the ñFranciscan Historyò section and of the editorial 
board of ñArchivum Franciscanum Historicumò. He is author of more than a dozen books, 
and of scores of articles and reports. He began his research activity by studying the literary 
genre of the letter collective pastoral care through the analysis of the documentation 
produced by the coetus episcoporum of Umbria, from its foundation (1849) to the Second 
World War. He has further elaborated the origins of episcopal ñsynodalityò as a response 
to ñmodernityò through an investigation concerning the Acts of the first Umbrian 
Episcopal Conference (1849), celebrated in Spoleto, present Msgr. Giuseppe Pecci, future 
Leo XIII.  
 
 
Monsignor Bruno -Marie Duffé ï The Holy See  
Secretary of the Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development 

Monsignor Bruno -Marie Duffé was ordained a priest of the Diocese 
of Lyon, France, in 1981. In September 2015 he was named national 
chaplain of the Comité catholique contre la faim et pour le 
développement (CCFD-Terre solidaire), an association established 
in France in 1961 to fight hunger in the world, with the mission to 
support human development projects in developing countries, to 
raise public awareness in France of the situation in poor countries, to obtain more just 
international rules by advocating with political and economic decision makers. In June 
2017, Msgr Duffé was appointed Secretary of the Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development, a body of the Roman curia created by Pope Francis in 2016 for the 
pastoral care of migrants and people on the move and for the pastoral care of health 
services. 
 
 
Monsignor David -Maria Jaeger  OFM ï Rome  
Prelate Auditor, Roman Rota; Faculty of Canon Law, Pontifical 
University Antonianum   

The Right Reverend Mgr. David-Maria A. Jaeger OFM was the Holy 
Land Correspondent for the London  Tablet, a programme director 
at the Tantur Ecumenical Institute for Theological Research, and 
Liaison Secretary for the United Christian Council in Israel, before 
joining the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor and being ordained a 
Catholic priest. A Doctor of Canon Law, he has held judicial and 
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pastoral offices in the Diocese of Austin, Texas, in the United States and served the Holy 
See in several advisory capacities - including that of the Legal Advisor on the Holy See's 
Delegation to the negotiations with the State of Israel -  before being elevated to the office 
of justice of the Court of the Roman Rota. In addition, the Rt. Revd. Mgr. Jaeger is an 
adjunct professor of canon law at the Papal University ñAntonianumò in Rome.  

Lluís Oviedo OFM ï Rome  
Full Professor for Theological Anthropology, La Pontificia 
Università Antonianum  

Prof. Lluís Oviedo Torró OFM was born in Ontinyent, Valencia, 
Spain. He was a graduate student in the Theology Faculty in 
Valencia. In 1990 he received a Doctor in Theology from Pontificia 
Università Gregoriana in Rome, where he has been a visiting 
professor since 2003. He has been since 1992 Ordinary (Full) 
Professor for Theological Anthropology at the Pontifical University Antonianum of Rome, 
and is a visiting professor of Fundamental Theology at the Theological Institute of Murcia 
(Spain). He was Editor at Antonianum Unive rsity Press, Rome, 1998ð2005. His research 
activities focus on the dialogue between theology and sciences, and on new scientific study 
of religion. He is editor of the book series ñNew approaches to the scientific study of 
religionò (Springer) and is a member of the European Society for the Study of Science and 
Theology (ESSSAT), the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion (SSSR), and the 
International Association for the Cogni tive Science of Religion (IACSR). 

 

Juan G. Navarro -Floria ï Argentina  
Professor of Law, Pontificia Universidad Catòlica Argentina 

Dr. Juan G. Navarro Floria graduated in law from Pontificia 
Universidad Católica of Argentina, where he teaches civil law, 
ecclesiastical law, and law and religion in Latin America. He also 
earned a PhD in Law from Complutense University (Spain). He is also 
a lawyer, litigator, and legal advisor in the fields of law and religion. 
He was Chief Advisor to the Secretariat of Religious Affairs of the 
Argentine Government, founder, board member, and past president of the Argentine 
Council of Religious Freedom (CALIR), and also founder and past-president of the Latin 
American Consortium for Religious Freedom. He is a member of the Academic Advisory 
Board of the International Center for Law and Religion St udies (ICLRSïBYU), of the 
National Committee ñJusticia y Pazò at the National Conference of Catholic Bishops in 
Argentina, and founder and member of the Steering Committee of the International 
Consortium for Law and Religion Studies (ICLARSïMilan). Publica tions include books, 
chapters of books, and articles in scientific reviews in Argentina and other countries in 
America and Europe. 
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Smillen Markov ï Bulgaria  
Visiting Fellow, Oxford; Assistant Professor in Christian 
Philosophy, Theological Faculty, Univeristy of Veliko Turnovo  

Smillen Markov holds an MA in philosophy with a focus on 
medieval philosophy from Sofia University. He also earned a PhD in 
philosophy from the University of Cologne in 2010. His thesis was 
titled  The Metaphysical Synthesis of John Damascene: historical 
interconnections and structural transformations . Currently he is 
an assistant professor in Christian philosophy at the Theological Faculty of the University 
of Veliko Turnovo, Bulgaria, and a visiting fellow at Oxford.   

Patrice Brodeur ï Canada  
Associate Professor, Faculty of Theology and the Sciences of 
Religions, University of Montreal; Senior Advisor, KAICIID  

Patrice Brodeur is an associate professor in the Faculty of Theology 
and the Sciences of Religions at the University of Montreal, as well 
as senior adviser at the KAICIID Dialogue Centre in Vienna, 
Austria. With over thirty years of experience in the area of 
interreligious and intercultural dialogue, primarily as an academic 
researcher and educator, the highlights of Prof. Brodeurôs career 
include the development of an interdisciplinary research team on Islam, pluralism, and 
globalization at the University of Montreal (Canada), focusing on past and present intra - 
and inter -religious, as well as inter-civilizational and int er-worldview forms of dialogue. 
An esteemed author and multilinguist, Prof. Brodeur has received numerous prestigious 
awards, including fellowships, scholarships, research grants, and prizes during his 
distinguished career. He won 1st Prize for the Social entrepreneurship venture plan 
competition at the University of Notre Dame Mendoza Business School (2005) and 
received an ñInterfaith Visionary Awardò from the Temple of Understanding (2010). 

 
Pamela Slotte ï Finland  
Associate Professor, Faculty of Art, Psychology and Theology, Åbo 
Akademi University; Vice -Director, Centre of Excellence in Law, 
Identity and the European Narratives, University of Helsinki  
 

Pamela Slotte, DTheol, is Associate Professor at the Faculty of Art, 
Psychology and Theology at Åbo Akademi University, and Vice-
director of the Centre of Excellence in Law, Identity and the 
European Narratives at the University of Helsinki. Dr. Slotte is 
trained in theology and law.  She was a member of the multidisciplinary project 
'Legitimacy and Ethics. The Individual, the Community and the Rule of Law' financed by 
the Academy of Finland (2005-2008), and a member of the Research Project 'Human 
Rights: Law, Religion and Subjectivity' (2009 -2013) at the Erik Castrén Institute of 
International Law and Huma n Rights. She is PI of the HERA funded project Protestant 
Legacies of Nordic Law: Uses of the Past in the Construction of the Secularity of Law 
(2016-2019). Among her latest publications is the co-edited volume Revisiting the Origins 
of Human Rights  (Cambridge University Press 2015). 
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Nura Detweiler ï Germany  
Baha´í International Community Brussels Office to the EU  

Nura Detweiler works at the Baha´í International Community 
Brussels Office to the European Union. She has previously worked 
as Human Rights and Humanitarian Aid Intern for the Deutscher 
Bundestag, as a Rearcher at the Heidleberg Institute for 
International Conflict Research (Middle East and north Africa 
Region), as a Human Rights Intern at the Baha'i International Communiity (BIC) in New 
York City, and as a volunteer at the Office of External Affairs of the Baha'i Office of 
Germany.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and German Public Law 
from Heidelberg University, a Master of Science in Political Science (International 
Organisation) from Leiden University, and a Master of Laws, LLM in Advanced Public 
International Law (Peace, Justice, and Development), also from Leiden. She speaks 
German, English and has elementary knowledge in French and Farsi (Persian).   

Eugenia Relaño Pastor ï Germany  
Senior Researcher, Law and Anthropology Department, Max Planck 
Institute for Social Anthropology  

Eugenia Relaño Pastor is a senior researcher at the Law and 
Anthropology Department in the Max Planck Institute (MPI) for 
Social Anthropology in Halle, Germany, where she coordinates the 
development of a database on cultural and religious diversity 
(CUREDI), to address the management (and governance) of 
cultural and religious diversity by providing a new set of data on case law, legislations and 
regulations, public documents and policies across multiple EU Member States. Prior to 
joining the Max Planck Eugenia worked as a legal adviser for the Spanish Ombudsman in 
the Department of Migration and Equal Treatment and as a legal trainer for nationa l 
human rights institutions in Kazakhstan, Armenia, Macedonia and Turkey. She holds 
bachelors degrees in political science and in sociology and a doctorate degree in law from 
the University of Granada. She is an assistant professor at Complutense University 
(Madrid). She was a Fulbright Fellow in the Salzburg Seminar in 2001. She was member 
of the Advisory Panel of Experts on Freedom of Religion and Belief, ODIHR-OSCE (2005-
2012) and is the Spanish representative member of the Legal Working Group (LWG) of 
the European Group of National Human Rights Institutions (Council of Europe).   

Reut Yael Paz ï Germany  
Senior Researcher, Law Faculty of the Franz von Liszt Institut für 
internationales Recht und Rechtsvergleichung, Giessen 

Reut Yael Paz is a Senior Researcher at  the Franz von Liszt Institut 
für internationales Recht und Rechtsvergleichung in Geissen. She 
was previously Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung/Foundation 
post doctorate fellow at the Law Faculty of Humboldt University of 
Berlin, and affiliated research fellow at the Erik Castrén Institute of International Law and 
Human Rights at University of Helsinki, Finland. Her book  A Gateway between a Distant 
God and a Cruel World: The Contribution of Jewish German -Speaking Scholars to 
International Law,  published in 2012 by Matinus Nijhoff, is praised for being a ñrich and 
erudite work [that] provides a valuable scholarly apparatus for understanding the writing 
and teaching of four important figures in international l aw and international relations.  
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Gerhard Rob bers ï Germany  
Professor Emeritus, University of Trier; Former Minister of Justice 
and Consumer Protection of Rhineland-Palatinate 

Gerhard Robbers is emeritus professor for public law at the 
University of Trier. From 2014 -2016 he served as minister of justice 
and for consumer protection of Rhineland -Palatinate, Germany. He 
received his doctoral degree in law in and his final law degree in 
Freiburg. From 1981-1984 he served as law clerk to the President of 
the German Federal Constitutional Court. In 1986 he obtained his habilitation in Law. 
From 1988 to 1989 he was Professor of Law at the University of Heidelberg. Since 1989 he 
has been Professor for Public Law at the University of Trier. He was Director of the 
Institute for Europea n Constitutional Law and Director of the Institute for Legal Policy at 
Trier University. From 2008 to 2014, he served as judge at the Constitutional Court of 
Rhineland-Palatinate. He has served as an advisor to several national governments and 
internationa l organizations and has argued several cases of public law before the German 
Federal Constitutional Court and the European Court of Human Rights.  

Yannis Ktistakis ï Greece  
Assistant Professor of Public International Law, Faculty of Law, 
Democritus Univer sity of Thrace 
 
Yannis Ktistakis is a lawyer-senior partner in Ktistakis & Associates 
Law Firm, and Assistant Professor of Public International Law  in 
the Faculty of Law at Democritus University of Thrace, Komotini 
(Greece). He is the legal advisor of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
Former memberships include the Executive Board of EUMC, the 
Greek Equal Treatment Committee, the National Commission for Human Rights and the 
Secretary General of the Greek League for Human Rights (NGO). He has more than 35 
publications on issues related to immigration law, religious freedom, Islamic Law, 
protection of human rights and the jurisprudence of the ECHR. Professor Ktistakis has 
successfully defended 53 cases before the European Court of Human Rights and one 
collective complaint before the European Committee of Social Rights. He is fluent in 
Greek (mother tongue), English and French. 

Nikos Maghioros ï Greece  
Assistant Professor of Canon and Ecclesiastical Law, Faculty of 
Theology, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki  

Nikos Maghioros is an Assistant Professor of Canon and 
Ecclesiastical Law in the Faculty of Theology of Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki. He studied in the Aristotle University and in the 
Pontifical Lateran University. He teaches Orthodox Canon and 
Ecclesiastical Law, Sources of Canon Law, Comparative Canon Law, 
Church and State relations in Greece and in European Union. He is ECTS Coordination of 
the Department of Theology and member of the Commission on European Projects of the 
Aristotle University of  Thessaloniki. Publications include 'La recezione della normativa 
conciliare nel diritto imperiale in materia di fede conservato ', in  CTh. XVIò, Roma, 1998; 
Constantine the Great and the Donatist Crisis. A Study on the relation between Church 
and state during the reign of Constantine , Thessaloniki, 2001; 'L'Église catholique 
romaine et l'État en Grèce. Une approche canonique ïjuridique', in  LôAnn®e Canonique, 
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45 (2003), 177-190; 'State and Church in Greece: ñto reform or not to reform?òñ', in Droit 
et Religions, Annuaire  2 t. 1 (2006-2007), 496-534; 'Spiritualità e tradizione canonica 
orientale', in  Studia et Documenta Historiae et Iuris , Rome, 73 (2007), 487-496';   
and The patrimonial Law of the Roman Catholic Church (De bonis Ecclesiae 
temporalibus) , Thessaloniki, 2007.  

Ķlay Romain ¥rs ï Greece  
Associate Professor in Social Anthropology, American College of 
Greece 

Assoc. Prof. Ķlay Romain ¥rs has completed her undergraduate 
studies at Bogazici University in Istanbul and earned her PhD 
degree at Harvard University in Social Anthropology. Her 
dissertation fieldwork on the Constantinopolitan Greeks in Athens 
(Rum Polites) was published under the title  Diaspora of the City: Stories of 
Cosmopolitanism from Istanbul and Athens  (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018). She is currently 
based in Athens, teaching at the American College of Greece and conducting research as 
an Onassis International Fellow on present and past displacements in the Aegean. Her 
next book titled  Memory in Migration: Stories from the Aegean  is under contract with 
Berghahn Publishers. 

Giancarlo Anello ï Italy  
Professor of Anthropology and Institutions of Islam, University of 
Parma 

Giancarlo Anello is currently Associate Professor of Intercultural 
Law & Anthropology and Institutions of Islam at the Department of 
Humanities, Social Sciences and Cultural Industries (DUSIC), 
University of Parma-Italy. Since 2005, he has been a full time 
researcher at the Department of Jurisprudence of the University of 
Parma. Formerly member of the PhD-Board in Legal Sciences, at University of Modena-
Reggio Emilia since 2013. He earned a law degree from the University of Palermo and a 
DPhil in Law from the University of Roma la Sapienza. He has studied Arabic language 
and culture at Damascus, Nizwa, Tunis Universities. He has published books and articles 
on law and religion and human rights topics and his current research includes 
Intercultural Legal Subjectivity, Religions, Languages and the Public Legal Sphere. 
Professor Anello is an expert of Islamic Law and Comparative Constitutional Law. He is 
the Parma coordinator for Academic relations with the Ibra University, Sultanate of 
Oman.  

Francesca Cadeddu ï Italy  
Secretary General, European Academy of Religion 

Francesca Cadeddu works for the Foundation for Religious Sciences 
in Bologna, Italy. She specializes in the history of Catholicism in the 
United States and religious freedom and religious literacy in the 
twentieth century. In 2018 she was elected to the Executive 
Committee of the European Academy of Religion. She studied at the 
Faculty of Political Sciences of the University of Bologna. In 2008 
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she graduated in International Relations with a thesis of English Language and History of 
the United States of America entitled ñCivil Religion in the United States. Empirical 
analysis of presidential speeches ñ. Guest of the Institute since July 2011, in 2013 he 
received his doctorate from the Department of Politics, Institutions and History of the 
University of Bologna with a thesis entitled ñDemocracy and Catholicism in the United 
States. Freedom of religion and the thought of John Courtney Murray ñ. As an assignee at 
the Department of Social Sciences and Institutions of the University of Cagliari, in the 
biennium 2014-2015, she continued as a researcher residing at Fscire with studies on US 
Catholicism and religious illiteracy.   In April 2015, she was appointed as a member of the 
Commission on Pluralism, Freedom and Religious Sciences in the school at the Ministry of 
Education, University and Research. She was a visiting researcher at the University of 
Notre Dame Cushwa Center for the Study of American Catholicism, Georgetown 
University's Woodstock Theological Center and Georgetown University's Berkley Center 
for Religion.  

Francesco Di Lillo ï Italy  
Director, European Union Office of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter -day Saints, Brussels 

Francesco Di Lillo leads the European Union Office of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Brussels, Belgium, since its 
opening on September 1, 2013. Prior to this assignment, he worked 
at the Europe Area headquarters of the Church in Frankfurt, 
Germany, as Assistant Area Director of Public Affairs. Before taking 
up these positions, he trained in public affairs and public information in Cyprus with the 
Italian Embassy, the Uni ted Nations Development Program, and the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). With UNHCR, he assisted evacuation operations of 
civilians through the Port of Larnaca, Cyprus, during the Israeli -Lebanese conflict of 
2006. Previously, he worked on project assignments with a marketing and 
communications consultancy firm based in Rome, Italy. Francesco holds a Masterôs degree 
in Theory of Communications from the University Roma Tre, graduating cum laude with a 
dissertation on the proactive use of media as tools for conflict resolution and 
peacebuilding. He also holds a Masterôs in International Relations and Human Rights 
Protection from the Societ¨ Italiana per lôOrganizzazione Internazionale.  

Rav Riccardo Di Segni ï Italy  
Chief Rabbi in Rome; Chairman, Babylonian Talmud Translation 
Project 

Rav Riccardo Shemuel Di Segni is descended from three 
generations of rabbis. He completed his rabbinical studies in 1973 
and was elected Chief Rabbi of Rome in 2001. He is Director of the 
Collegio Rabbinico Italiano (of which he is a graduate) and a 
practicing radiologist. Among his many fields of interests are bioethics and Jewish-
Christian relations. His is the author books, including  Guida alle regole alimentari 
ebraiche (1976), Le unghie di Andamo (1981); Il Vangelo del Ghetto (1985); Catalogue of 
the Manuscripts of the Library of the Collegio Rabbinico Italiano  (in English, 1990), 
and Noten ta'am leshevach: ta'ame hakashrut baparshanut hayehudit  (in Hebrew, 
1998), and more than 40 arti cles on a wide variety of Judaic subjects. He is the Chairman 
of the Babylonian Talmud Translation Project.  
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Alberto Melloni ï Italy  
Professor of the History of Christianity, University of Modena -
Reggio Emilia, and UNESCO Chair on Religious Pluralism and 
Peace 

Alberto Melloni is a professor of History of Christianity at the 
University of Modena -Reggio and Chair Holder of the UNESCO 
Chair on Religious Pluralism and Peace for his university and the 
University of Bologna. Since 2007 he has also served as director of 
the John XXIII Foundation for Religious Studies in Bologna. He 
serves on the board of several international journals of religion and 
has written numerous books on the history of the Vatican. He was a contributing author to 
The History of the Second Vatican Council and he currently serves as a member of the 
EU's TRES (Teaching Religion in a multicultural European Society). 

Clelia Piperno ï Italy  
Professor of Comparative Constitutional Law, University of Teramo; 
Project Director and Chair, Babylonian Talmud Translation Project 
Board of Directors 

Clelia Piperno, Professor of Comparative Constitutional Law, 
University of Teramo, published  The Constitutional Court and the 
Limit of Political Question  in 1991, and The Democratic Coexistence 
Possible in a Multicultural Country  in 2008. She collaborates with 
the Italian Ministry of Education, Universities, and Research 
(MIUR) and has held numerous institutional positions in the field of development 
cooperation, assisting local authorities and private institu tions in this field. Her key areas 
of study are women, new technology, and Judaism. She is the Project Director and Chair 
of the Talmud Translation Project's Board of Directors. One volume is currently available 
in Italian, the first Italian translation of  the Talmud in 500 years.  

Andrea Pin ï Italy  
Associate Professor in Comparative Law, University of Padua 

Andrea Pin is a Associate Professor in constitutional and 
comparative law at the University of Padua. He holds a PhD from 
the University of Turin. He has clerked at the Italian Constitutional 
Court since 2011. He is a senior fellow at the Center for the Study of 
Law and Religion at Emory University. He has authored two books, 
edited two books, and translated two additional books into Italian. 
His fields of study cover law and religion, comparative perspectives on human rights, 
comparative federalism, and constitutional interpretation.  
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Mario  Ricca ï Italy  
President of IDEDI (Intercultural, Democracy, Law)  

Mario Ricca is Full Proessor in Intercultural Law and Ecclesiastical 
Law in the Department of Law, Politics and International Studies at 
the University of Parma. He is currently President o f IDEDI 
(Intercultural, Democracy, Law). From 2010 to 2012 he was project 
manager ofóEquitable and Intercultural Health Care', inserted into 
the plan for the modernization of the general hospitals of the 
Emilia -Romagna. In the same period, he was the scientific director and responsible for the 
EIF project (European Integration Fund) ñIntercultural, Integration, and Law. 
Intercultural Cooperation, Territories Management and Legal Practices between the 
Police and the Migrant Communitiesò. He is founder and Managing Director of  Calumet: 
Intercultural Law and Humanities Review . In recent years, among other acitivities, he 
attended, as a structured member, the Scuola di Dottorato dellôUniversit¨ La Sapienza di 
Roma in Teoria dei sistemi giuridici; attented as mem ber of the scientific and organizing 
commettee of the international conference Human Rights in Translation: Intercultural 
Pathways at the Center for Intercultural Studies of St. Louis University, Missouri; co -
organized as scientific director on behalf of Consiglio Nazionale Forense the international 
conference Law and Intercultural Coexistence. Ricca has written several books and 
numerous essays on law and religion and intercultural law. Recent publications include 
ñThe Ambivalent Roots of Charity and their Consequences in a Secularized World: A 
Survey Across the Three Monostheistic Religions of the Abrahamic Strain,ò Calumet ï 
Intercultural Law and Humanities Review  4 (1): 1-23 (2017); ñIronic Animals: Bestiaries, 
Moral Harmonies, and the 'Ridiculous' Source of Natural Rights,ò International Journal 
for the Semiotics of Law , 1-26 (2018). 

Alessandro Saggioro ï Italy  
Professor, History of Religions, and King Hamad Chair in Inter -
religio us Dialogue and Peace Co-existence, Sapienza University of 
Rome 

Alessandro Saggioro is Full Professor of History of Religions at 
Sapienza, University of Rome, Italy, and was appointed to the 
University's newly established King Hamad Chair in Inter -Faith 
Dialogue and Peaceful Co-Existence. He has been working in the 
field of the history of religions since 1995, when he started his PhD, carried out in 1999. 
He directs the PhD courses about the History of Europe and the Master in Religions and 
cultural mediation at Sapienza. He has dealt with the dynamics of pluralism, territories,  
and knowledge of the religious fact, specifically in a comparative veneer and with 
reference to cultural mediation. His career has been characterized by a long experience in 
directing courses of every level and in several activities involving the coordination of 
research groups, the organization of national and international conferences, the direction 
of various editorial products, such as the oldest and most important International Journal 
of the History of Religions in Italy ( Studi e Materiali di Storia delle religioni ), the oldest 
existing book series on the History of Religions in Italy ( Chi siamo, Bulzoni, Rome) and 
two recently-born book series (Sapienza Sciamanica and Quaderni di Simbologia del 
vestire)  supported by an international editorial board. His recent works deal with the idea 
of religious pluralism in Roman laws of late antiquity. He has also edited, with Carmelo 
Russo, a book about religious pluralism in contemporary Rome (Roma città plurale , 
Bulzoni 2018), and, with Marianna Ferrara and Giu seppina Viscardi, a book about the veil 
in the history of religions, Anthropology, and Semiotics ( Le verità del velo,  SEF 2017). 
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Laura Sgro  ï Italy  
Advocate 
 
Avv Laura Sgro JCD has studied civil and canon law, and has a 
Doctorate in Canon law from the Pontifical University Angelicum in 
Rome. She is a most highly regarded advocate with rights of 
audience before the Italian courts, before the Vatican City State as 
well as before the Roman Rota and the Officium Laboris 
Apostolicae Sedis. Some of her high-profile cases include 
ñVatileaksò, the case of embezzlement at the Pontifical Chapel of Music, the Emanuela 
Orlandi case (a rape case of a Vatican citizen who disappeared in 1983), and cases dealing 
with clerical child abuse. In December 2018 she was named by Corriere della Sera as one 
of the seventy most influential Italian women.  

Andrea Simoncini ï Italy  
Professore Ordinario, Dipartimento di Scienze Giuridiche ( DSG), 
Università degli Studi di Firenze  

Andrea Simoncini is Full Professor of Constitutional Law in the 
Faculty of Economics of the University of Florence and Associate 
Professor in the same subject in the Faculty of Law at the University 
of Macerata. He is Visiting Professor at the Law School of the 
University of Notre Dame and Visiting Fellow at the Nanovic 
Institute for European Studies and at the Kellogg Institute for International Studies. He is 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Cassa di Risparmi of the Province of Viterbo.  

Melisa Liana Vazquez ï Italy  
Legal Researcher, PhD University of Rome, La Sapienza 

Melisa Liana Vazquez is a legal researcher with a doctorate in Theory 
of Legal Systems from the University of Rome, La Sapienza. Her focus 
is on interdisciplinary exploration of law, religion, and politics . She is 
interested in intercultural legal translation as a lens through which to 
assess and explore creative interdisciplinary solutions to contemporary 
global conflicts within law and religion. Publications include ñPeople Moving Water: Religious and 
Secular Perspectives at Play in Legal Water Management,ò Quaderni di diritto e politica 
ecclesiastica, 2018; ñThe Off-Centered Hub of Secularism: Religion Inside Human Rights 
Projections and Quotidian Life,ò in Human Rights in Translation: Intercultural 
Pathways  (Lexington Books 2018), ñConscientious Objection in Swedish and Italian Healthcare,ò 
in Normative Pluralism and Human Rights - Social Normativities in Conflict (Routledge 2018), 
and ñSpatializing Food: Signs, Spaces, and the Legal (Dis)Composition of What We Eat,ò 
forthcoming in  Semiotica: Journal of the International Association for Semiotic Studies . 
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Marco Ventura ï Italy  
Professor of Law and Religion, University of Siena; Director, Centre 
for Religious Studies, Fondazione Bruno Kessler 

Marco Ventura is a full professor in law and religion at the Law 
Department of the University of Siena (Italy) and the Director of the 
Centre for Religious Studies at the Fondazione Bruno Kessler in 
Trento (Italy). After a PhD at the University of Strasbourg, he 
visited the universities of London (UCL), Oxford, Strasbourg, 
Brussels (ULB), the Indian Law Institute in Delhi, the University of Cape Town, and Al 
Akhawayn University in Morocco. From 2012 to 2015, he was a professor at the Katholieke 
Universiteit Leuven. His last book is  From Your Gods to Our Gods. A History of Religion 
in British, Indian and South African Courts  (Cascade Books, 2014). From 2013 to 2015, 
he visited Vietnam as an expert in the dialogue between the European Union and the 
Vietnamese Committee on Religious Affairs. He is a member of the European Consortium 
for Church and State Research, of the Centre for Droit, Religion, Entreprise et Societé at 
the University of Strasbourg and CNRS, and of the Editorial Board of the Ecclesiastical 
Law Journal . 

Khalid Hajji ï Morocco  
Secretary General, European Council of Moroccan Ulema 

Dr. Khalid Hajji is the Secretary General of the European Council of 
Moroccan Ulema (CEOM), and President of the Brussels Forum of 
Wisdom and World Peace. He is very involved in the training of 
imams in Europe. As such, he is regularly invited to attend the 
European Commissionôs annual high-Level meeting with religious 
leaders. Dr. Hajji has a PhD in Anglo-American studies from Paris-
Sorbonne. His research interests include renewal of Islamic discourse, Muslims in Europe, 
art and religions, and geo-politics and geo-poetics. He is a published author and his books 
include Lawrence dôArabie ou lôArabie de Lawrence: geographie, politique, poetique, 
sagesse; From the Narrowness of Modernity towards a New Space of Islamo -Arabic 
Creativity ; and Abderrahman and the Sea . Dr. Hajji is Vice President of Maghareb Center 
for Studies in Civilization.   

Sophie van Bi jsterveld ï Netherlands  
Senator, Dutch Upper House of Parliament; Professor of Religion, 
Law and Society, Radboud University 

Prof. Dr. S.Ch. Sophie Christine van Bijsterveld graduated in law 
at the University of Utrecht and received a doctorate in Law at 
Tilburg University. She was Assistant Professor of Constitutional 
and Administrative Law, Associate Professor of European and 
International Public Law, and Professor of Religion, State and 
Society at Tilberg's School of Humanities. Since September 2014 
she has been Professor of Religion, Law and Society at the Radboud University in 
Nijmegen. She has lectured and published extensively in the fields of (international) 
human rights protection, religious liberty, constitutional law, and hybrid governance, with 
more than 200 publications to her credit. Since June 2007 she has been a member of the 
Dutch Upper House of Parliament [Eerste Kamer der Staten-Generaal] for the Christian 
Democratic Party (CDA). She was a Member of the Board of the Scientific Institute of the 
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CDA from 2008 -2015 and was a founding editor of the Dutch Journal of Religion, Law 
and Policy.  

Carl Sterkens ï Netherlands  
Associate Professor of Comparative Religious Studies, Radboud 
University  

C.J.A. (Carl) Sterkens is Associate Professor of Comparative 
Religious studies at Radboud University. Among the most recent of 
his 23 publications (including chapters and co -authored works) 
are The Impact of Religion on Attitudes Towards Abortion and 
Euthanasia. An Empirical Study Among Italian Students: 
Int ernational Empirical Research  (2019); Religion and the Right to (Dispose of) Life: A 
Study of the Attitude of Christian, Muslim and Hindu Students in India Concerning 
Death Penalty, Euthanasia and Abortion: International Empirical 
Research (2019); Euthanasia, Abortion, Death Penalty and Religion. The Rights to Life 
and its Limitations  (2019); Religion for the Political Rights of Immigrants and Refugees? 
An Empirical Exploration Among Italian Students (2018);  Advancing Civil Human 
Rights Culture in Tanzania  (2018);  Extending Political Rights to Immigrants and 
Refugees: Empirical Study Among Christian, Muslim and Hindu Students in the Context 
of Indian Secularism and the Politics of Inclusion  (2018);  Religion and Civil Rights in 
Italy: An Empirical Exploration  Among Secondary School Students (2018); and Ethno-
religious Identification and Latent Conflict: Support of Violence among Muslim and 
Christian Filipino Children and Youth  (2017). 

Tore Lindholm ï Norway  
Emeritus Professor, Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, 
University of Oslo 

Tore Lindholm is Emeritus Professor (philosophy) at the Norwegian 
Centre for Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University of Oslo and 
board member of the Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or 
Belief and of the Human Rights Committ ee of Church of Norway. 
His research interests focus on the grounds for embracing universal 
human rights, in particular the right to freedom of religion or non -
religious basic conviction, and on the ongoing two-way traffic between human rights and 
religion s/basic convictions, in particular with respect to Islam and Muslims. He co -
edited Facilitating Freedom of Religion or Belief , now published in Indonesian and 
Russian. He edited Islamic Law Reform and Human Rights: Challenges and 
Rejoinders and made a study of Muslim immigrants to Oslo,  Religious Commitment and 
Social Integration: Are There Significant Links?  Other writings include ñThe Cross-
Cultural Legitimacy of Universal Human Rights: Plural Justification Across Normative 
Dividesò, in Francioni & Scheinin, eds., Cultural Human Rights and ñMagna Carta and 
Religious Freedomò, in Magraw & Martinez, eds., Magna Carta and the Rule of Law . 
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Jónatas Machado ï Portugal  
Professor, Faculty of Law and Director of its ñIus Gentium 
Conimbrigaeò Human Rights Centre, Universidade de Coimbra 

Prof. Doutor Jónatas Eduardo Mendes Machado is Professor of 
International Public Law and European Union Law at the Faculty of 
Law of the University of Coimbra (Portugal), and the Director of its 
ñIus Gentium Conimbrigaeò Human Rights Centre. He obtained a 
Master's degree with a thesis entitled ñReligious Freedom in an Inclusive Constitutional 
Communityò and a PhD degree, with a thesis entitled ñFreedom of Expressionò. He is 
author of  books, including  Liberdade Religiosa numa Comunidad e Constitucional 
Inclusiva  (Religious Freedom in an Inclusive Constitutional Community),  Estado 
Constitucional e Neutralida de Religiosa - Entre Teísmo e o Neo)ateísmo (Constitutional State 
and Religious Neutrality - Between Theism and (Neo)atheísm), Liberdade de 
Expressão (Freedom of Expression), Direito Internacional  (International Law), and  Direito da 
União Europeia (Law of European Union).  

Boris Falikov ï Russia  
Associate Professor, Russian State University for the Humanities 

Boris Falikov graduated from the Faculty of Foreign Languages of 
Saratov Pedagogical Institute.  He joined the teaching staff of the 
Institute of USA and Canada with the Russian Academy of Sciences, 
where he defended a historical sciences PhD candidateôs thesis, 
Socio-political aspects of some religious movements in the US 
(Hinduism and Buddhism).  He has worked in the Orientalist 
Institute with the Russian Academy of Sciences and in the Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies, where he studies the phenomenon of spreading of Hinduism and 
Buddhism in the Western culture. He has lectured at Lewis & Clark College, University of 
Georgetown, and the University of Kansas. In 1997ï1998, he was OSCE expert on issues of 
freedom of religion. He is Associate Professor at Russian State University for the 
Humanities (RSUH) , Centre of Religion Studies, and is Head of the International 
Department  of Culture  newspaper. Author of 4 monographs:  Religion as part of political 
life in the US (1985), Neo-Hinduism and the Western cultur e (1994), Christianity and 
other religions  (1999), Cults and culture: from Helena Blavatsky to Ron 
Hubbard  (2007).  He was the Chief Editor of the internet portal  World of Religions .  

Elizabeta Kitanoviĺ ï Serbia  
Executive Secretary for Human Rights and Communication, 
Conference of European Churches 

Mag. Elizabeta Kitanoviĺ is Executive Secretary for Human Rights 
of the Conference of European Churches in Brussels, editor of the 
Human Rights Training Manual for European Churches, and editor 
and founder of the first European Churches Human Rights Library 
and the CSC Annual Report (2007-2014). In 2009 -2010, she was a 
member of the Advisory Panel of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency and was again 
nominated for 2012-2014. Ms Kitanoviĺ completed her studies in Theology and post-
graduate studies in International Affairs at the Political Science Faculty in Belgrade. She 
graduated from the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Serbian 
Government. She is completing her PhD.   
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J§n FigeŎ ï Slovakia  
Special Envoy for the Promotion of Freedom of Religion or Belief 
outside the European Union, European Commission 

Dr. J§n Figelô has undertaken pioneering work as the first Special 
Envoy for Promotion of Freedom of Religion or Belief   (FoRB) 
outside the European Union. After a distinguished career in both 
academia and politics in Slovakia, he was appointed a 
Commissioner of the European Union for Education, Training, 
Culture and Youth. He took part in founding the Christian 
Democratic Movement (KDH) in Slovakia and was appointed the First Deputy -Prime 
Minister of the Government of Slovakia and Minister of Transport, Construction and 
Regional Development 2010-2012. He served as Vice-President of the National Council of 
the Slovakia Republic between 2012-2016 when he was appointed Special Envoy for 
Religious Freedom.  

Anna Záborská ï Slovakia  
Member of the European Parliament  

Anna Záborská is a Slovak politician of the Christian Democratic 
Movement party. Since 2004 she is a Member of the European 
Parliament, where she is a member of the Group of the European 
People's Party. She speaks Czech, English, French, German, Italian, 
Russian and Slovak. She studied medicine at the Comenius 
University (Univerzita Komenského) in Martin, Slovakia 
(Turļiansky Svätý Martin), and she worked as a medical doctor in 
Ģilina, B®jaµa (Algeria) and Prievidza. In the Christian Democratic Movement (KDH) she 
served as Vice-President for international relations. She was a member of the Slovak 
National Parliament ñNational Councilò (N§rodn§ rada), where she worked primarily in 
the EU-Slovakia Joint Parliamentary Committee, which prepared the Slovak EU 
membership in 2004. As a Member of the European Parliament, she was elected President 
of the EP Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality, was a member of the EP 
Committee on Development and member of the Delegation to the ACP-EU Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly. Reelected to the EP in 2009 and again in 2014, she became, in 
addition to continuing Committee memberships, member of the EP Delegation for 
relations with Canada and of the EP Special Committee on Organised Crime, Corruption 
and Money Laundering of the EP Committee on Industry, Research and Energy. Among 
others she was the rapporteur of the following EP reports: Women and poverty in the 
European Union (A6 -0273/2005, 22 Sep 2005), Gender mainstreaming in the work of the 
committees (A6-0478/2006, 22 Dec 2006), Non -discrimination based on gender and 
intergenerational solidarity (A6 -0492/2008, 10 Dec 2008), Gender mainstre aming in the 
work of its committees and delegations (A6-0198/2009, 02 Apr 2009). She is a strong and 
influential voice for ñpro-lifeò. On 24 January 2011, she spoke at the March for Life in 
Washington, D.C. On 22 September 2013 she was the only politician invited to speak at 
the March for Life in Koġice. In September 2014 she nominated Louis Raphael I Sako 
(Chaldean Catholic Patriarch of Babylon) as candidate for the 2014 EP Human Rights 
Sakharov Prize. 
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Ćlvaro Albacete ï Spain  
Deputy Secretary General, King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 
International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue 
Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)  

Ambassador Ćlvaro Albacete is Deputy Secretary General at King 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and 
Inter cultural Dialogue Dialogue Centre (KAICIID), where he 
develops and coordinates KAICIID policy and action at the wider 
international level, in close co-operation with the European Union, 
the United Nations, and other international organizations. At the same  time, Ambassador 
Albacete promotes dialogue and cooperation with non-Member States and designs and 
implements KAICIIDôs membership enlargement strategy. From February 2014, 
Ambassador Albacete served KAICIID as special advisor to the Secretary-General for 
public diplomacy. Previously, Ambassador Albacete was Ambassador at Large dealing 
with interreligious and intercultural dialogue for the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
He has worked for the European Commission in Bosnia-Herzegovina as an advisor in the 
area of good government for the Presidency of the State and the Ministry of European 
Integration between 1999 and 2002. He has also worked for the Inter-American 
Development Bank in Argentina, Bolivia, Panama, and Paraguay, and has been a guest 
professor of the École Nationale d'Administration of France. He was trained in Driving 
Government Performance by the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. 
Ambassador Albacete has served in diverse positions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Spain, including the Division for the United Nations, Director of Parliamentary Affairs, 
Deputy Director of the Ministerôs Cabinet and Ambassador. 

Míriam Díez Bosch ï Spain  
Director, Blanquerna Observatory on Media Religion and Culture, 
Barcelona; Director for Global Engagement, Aleteia Catholic Global 
Portal 

Professor Míriam Díez Bosch, PhD, is a Journalist specialized in 
Religion. She is a Professor at the University Ramon Llull in 
Barcelona, where she is the Director at the Blanquerna Observatory 
on Media, Religion and Culture. She is also Director for Global 
Engagement at Aleteia Catholic Global Portal.  

Javier Martínez -Torrón ï Spain  
Professor of Law and Director of the Department of Law and 
Religion, Complutense University School of Law 

Javier Martínez-Torrón is Professor of Law and Director of the 
Department of Law and Religion, Complutense University of 
Madrid and Vice-President of the Section of Canon Law and 
Church-State Relations of the Spanish Royal Academy of 
Jurisprudence and Legislation. He is Honorary Foreign Member of 
the National Academy of Law and Social Sciences of Cordoba, 
Argentina; a former member of the Organization of Security and Co-operation in 
Europe/Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights Advisory Council  for 
Freedom of Religion or Belief; and a member of the Spanish Advisory Commission for 
Religious Freedom within the Ministry of Justice. His research on law and religion issues 
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is characterized by a predominant interest in international and comparative la w. His 
writings, published in twenty -three countries and in twelve languages, include twenty 
books as author, co-author or editor, and more than one hundred essays in legal 
periodicals or collective volumes. His book Conflictos entre conciencia y ley. Las 
objeciones de conciencia (2nd ed., in collaboration with R. Navarro -Valls, 2012), contains 
possibly the most complete study published until now on the issue of conflicts between 
law and conscience. 

Fabio Petito ï United Kingdom  
Director, Freedom of Religion or Belief and Foreign Policy 
Initiative, University of Sussex, and Head, Italian MFA -ISPI 
Programme on Religions and International Relations  

Fabio Petito is Director of the Freedom of Religion or Belief and 
Foreign Policy Initiative, University of Suss ex, and Head of the 
Italian MFA -ISPI programme on Religions and International 
Relations. He received his PhD in International Relations from the 
London School of Economics, where he was also editor of the 
journal  Millennium . His publications include  Religion in International 
Relations (2003),  Civilizational Dialogue and World Order  (2009), and  Towards a 
Postsecular International Politics  (2014). He has been the principal investigator of the 
'Bridging Voice' British Council -sponsored policy dialogue on 'FoRB and Foreign Policy: A 
transatlantic dialogue for a multilateral approach to religious freedom' (2014 -16) whose 
main recommendations can be found in F Petito, D Philpott, S Ferrari, and J Birdsall, 
'FoRBðRecognising our differences can be our strength: Enhancing transatlantic 
cooperation on promoting Freedom of Religion or Belief',  Policy Brief  (summer 2016). He 
is a member of the International Coordinating Commi ttee of the World Public Forum 
ñDialogue of Civilizationsò 

Peter Petkoff ï United Kingdom  
Senior Law Lecturer at the Brunel Law School ;Director of Religion, 
Law and International Relations Programme, Regentôs Park 
College, Oxford 

Dr Peter Petkoff is a Senior Law Lecturer at the Brunel Law School. 
He is also Director of the Religion, Law and Inter national Relations 
Programme, a collaborative international research network at 
Regent's Park College, Oxford, and Managing Editor of the Oxford 
Journal of Law and Religion. He is Legal Consultant on Media Freedom and Freedom of 
Expression for the Representative on Freedom of the Media at the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, and has been a TEPSA consultant of the European 
Parliament as well as a consultant for the All Party Parliamentary Group on International 
Freedom of Religion or Belief at the House of Lords. Peter is involved in cutting edge 
research on the relationship between religion and politics and law and religion. In his 
capacity as Director of the Religion, Law and International Relations Programme at 
Regentôs Park College, Oxford, he brings together lawyers, theologians, philosophers, 
social and political scientists and aims to develop innovative interdisciplinary strategies 
for studying law, religion and international relations from legal and theological 
perspectives. He is currently writing a book for Oxford University Press on Hol y Sites 
under International Law. Through his work, he engages with academics, policy makers, 
lawyers, religious leaders and think tanks working in the field of religion and public life. In 
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addition to academic his work has had impact on policy makers and on the ways religious 
communities articulate their public self -perception and their attitude to law, civic values, 
secularism and to their own internal normative systems. He belongs to several 
intern ational research networks which study the broader questions of law and religion and 
religion and politics. He has extensive contacts with human rights lawyers as well as with 
Jewish, Islamic and Christian lawyers working in this area.  

Stan Rosenberg ï Uni ted Kingdom  
Director of SCIO & Associate Tutor in Church History, Wycliffe 
Hall, University of Oxford  

Dr. Stan Rosenberg founded and directs Scholarship and 
Christianity in Oxford (SCIO).   He is an academic member of 
Wycliffe Hall and a member of the Faculty of Theology and 
Religion at the University of Oxford, teaching early Christian 
history and doctrine.   He received a BA (Colorado State 
University), and MA and PhD (Catholic University of America). His research and teaching 
interests focus on Augustineôs works, early Christian cosmology and its relationship to 
GrecoïRoman science, culture and philosophy, and the interplay between intellectual and 
popular thought in this period. He is also involved in discussions on the relationship 
between science and religion.   Recent research has led to articles on early Christianity and 
Greco-Roman science, and the intersection of preaching, popular religion, and the 
development of doctrine in late antiquity.   Dr Rosenberg is the UK Regional Director for 
the Museum of the Bible Scholars Initiative and directs its Logos in Oxford and Logos II in 
Israel projects.   Since 2002 he has directed and co-directed several science and religion 
projects in Oxford funded by the John Templeton Foundation, the Templeton Religion 
Trust, and the BioLogos Foundation.  He is on the advisory councils of the BioLogos 
Foundation and the Museum of the Bible, advising the latter on science and the Bible, and 
patristics.  

Rebecca White ï United Kingdom  
Research Associate, Oxford Centre for Christianity & Culture, 
Regent's Park College 

Rebecca White is Research Associate at the Oxford Centre for 
Christianity and Culture (OCCC), Regentôs Park College, Oxford, 
and Programme Director of the Oxford Theological Exchange 
Programme (OTEP), a programme that brings scholars from the 
Christian East to Oxford and facilitates deeper engagement between 
the Christian East and West. She is Warden of the House of SS Gregory and Macrina 
Oxford, a foundation that was established in 1959 to further understanding  of the 
traditions of Eastern Christianity and between Christians of East and West. With its rich 
history, research archives on the life and work of the Eastern Christian diasporas in the 
West, a dedicated library, residential scholars and an Eastern Orthodox Church in its 
garden, the House is at the centre of Eastern Christian life and study in Oxford. It is also a 
home for the Fellowship of SS Alban and Sergius. Historically linked and working for 
common purposes, the FSASS and the House co-operate in running joint events on the 
history, theology, art, music and texts of Eastern Christianity in dialogue with the 
traditions of Western Christianity and culture. Her research interests are in the area of the 
theology of the Human Person in the work of St Gregory Palamas, Patristic and Byzantine 
studies, in particular fourteenth -century Hesychasm. She engages in questions of art and 
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theology, history of ecumenism as well as law and religion.  

Kristina Arriaga ï United States  
President Oxford Society of Law and Religion 

Kristina Arriaga is President of the Oxford Society of Law and 
Religion and Religion and Senior Advisor to the Board (formerly 
executive director of) Becket, a US law firm that focuses on religious 
liberty cases. During her tenure, Becket won several landmark 
religious freedom cases, securing the rights of Native Americans to 
use eagle feathers in their powwows, persuading the US Army to let 
a decorated Sikh soldier serve with his articles of faith, and defending the rights of a small 
order of Catholic nuns who take care of the dying elderly poor. Prior to her time at Becket, 
Arriaga served on the US delegation to the United Nations Human Rights Commission. 
She is a recognized expert on religious freedom and has appeared on MSNBC, CNN 
Espanol, C-Span, FOX, and NPR, among others. She is the 2017 recipient of the 
Newseum's Freedom of Expression Award for her work in religious liberty. She earned an 
MA in Theology / Theological Studies, magna cum laude, from Georgetown University. 

S. David Colton ï Un ited States  
Chair, International Advisory Council, International Center for Law 
and Religion Studies, J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young 
University  

David Colton is currently a student coach at the J. Reuben Clark 
Law School at Brigham Young University as well as Chair of the 
International Advisory Council of the International Center for Law 
and Religion Studies (ICLRS). He is assisting with several initiatives 
with ICLRS. He and his wife, Julie, recently served as Government Relations missionaries 
for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints assigned to the United Nations in New 
York, City.  David also worked as Europe Area Legal Counsel for the Church. He retired as 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel of Frreport-McMoran Copper & Gold 
Company (formerly Phelps Dodge). He was a partner at Van Cott, Bagley, Cornwall & 
McCarthy. He earned a JD from BYU's J. Reuben Clark Law School. He has been an active 
part of ICLRS since its formation.   

W. Cole Durham, Jr. ï United States  
Founding Direct or, International Center for Law and Religion 
Studies, United States 

Cole Durham is Susa Young Gates University Professor of Law and 
Founding Director of the International Center for Law and Religion 
Studies (ICLRS) at the J. Reuben Clark Law School of Brigham 
Young University. He is a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard 
Law School, where he was a Note Editor of the Harvard Law 
Review and Managing Editor of the  Harvard International Law Journal . He has been 
heavily involved in comparative law scholarship, with a special emphasis on comparative 
constitutional law. He is a founding Editor -in-Chief of the Oxford Journal of Law and 
Religion . He served as the Secretary of the American Society of Comparative Law from 
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1989 to 1994. He is an Associate Member of the International Academy of Comparative 
Law in Parisðthe premier academic organization at the global level in comparative law. 
He served as a General Rapporteur for the topic 'Religion and the Secular State' at the 
18th Congress of the International Academy of Comparative Law, held in July 2010. He 
served in earlier years as Chair both of the Comparative Law Section and the Law and 
Religion Section of the American Association of Law Schools. Professor Durham was 
President of the International Consortium fo r Law and Religion Studies (ICLARS) from 
2011-2016. 

Brian J. Grim ï United States  
President, Religious Freedom & Business Foundation 

Brian Grim (PhD, Penn State) is the leading academic expert on the 
economic impact of religion and religious freedom. Brian is the 
founding president of the Religious Freedom & Business 
Foundation, but, more interestingly, he is the personification of the 
film character played by Tom Hanks, ñForrest Gump,ò who was 
everywhere at just the right time. Deng Xiaoping, the Paramount 
leader of the Peopleôs Republic of China, approved Grimôs proposal 
to build a faith -based graduate school in the largest Muslim region of China on 8/8/88, a 
significant date to the Chinese. Then in November 1989, Grim walked through the Berlin 
Wall the day it fell. He was there as the Soviet Union dissolved ï right in his office 
building ï in what was then the Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic, and at the request of 
new (and current) President Nazarbaev, helped turn the Communist Party Training 
School in the countryôs first free market management institute. Later, during the terrorist 
attacks of 9/11, Grim was an academic coordinator at the military academy of the United 
Arab Emirates. And in 2008, the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Hajj considered him the 
definitive source on the number of Muslims in the world. He used his research on 
religious freedom and the economy to pass unanimously a bi-partisan amendment 
incorporating respect for religious freedom into its policy on international trade. More 
recently, he had meetings at the Vatican the day Pope Benedict resigned in 2013 and was 
soon pictured with Pope Francis, not to mention other world leaders such as British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, current Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and outgoing 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.  

Katherine Marshall ï United States  
Senior Fellow, Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World 
Affairs, Georgetown University; Executive Director, World Faiths 
Development Dialogue 

Katherine Marshall has worked for over four decades on 
international development, focusing on the worldôs poorest 
countries. A senior fellow at Georgetown Universityôs Berkley 
Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs and Professor of the 
Practice of Development, Religion, and Conflict in the School of 
Foreign Service, she is the executive director of the World Faiths Development Dialogue 
(WFDD), a non-governmental organization born in the World Bank. WFDDôs mission 
(and center of Marshallôs current work) is to bridge gulfs separating the worlds of 
development and religion. During a long career at the World Bank, her leadership 
assignments focused on Africa, Latin America, and East Asia and, most recently, 
counselor to the Bankôs president on ethics, values, and faith in development. She holds or 


