
 
  - INVITATION - 

The Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations 

 
cordially invites you to attend a lunch panel 

 
moderated by Ambassador Andrew Bennett, 
Canada’s Ambassador for Religious Freedom 

on: 
 

INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS 
TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT FREEDOM OF RELIGION: 

WHERE CAN THE UNITED NATIONS PLAY AN EFFECTIVE ROLE? 
 

 
On MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1:00PM - 3:00PM 

Conference Building, CR 1, United Nations Headquarters 

 

Panellists: 

 Dr. Heiner Bielefeldt, Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Religion or Belief 
 Ms. Rita Izsak, Independent Expert for Minority Issues 
 Dr. Ahmed Shaheed, Chairman of the Universal Rights Group 

 
Lunch will be served at 1:00pm before the panel starts. 

 

RSVP to prmnyrsvp@international.gc.ca or +1-212-848-1188 
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C O N C E P T  N O T E  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E F F O R T S  T O  P R O M O T E  A N D  P R O T E C T  F R E E D O M  O F  

R E L I G I O N :  

W H E R E  C A N  T H E  U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  P L A Y  A N  E F F E C T I V E  R O L E ?  

 

T h i s  l u n c h  p a n e l  m o d e r a t e d  b y  A m b a s s a d o r  A n d r e w  B e n n e t t ,  

C a n a d a ’ s  A m b a s s a d o r  f o r  R e l i g i o u s  F r e e d o m  w i l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  i n  p r o m o t i n g  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  f r e e d o m  

o f  r e l i g i o n .   D r a w i n g  f r o m  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  o f  D r .  H e i n e r  

B i e l e f e l d t ,  S p e c i a l  R a p p o r t e u r  f o r  F r e e d o m  o f  R e l i g i o n  o r  

B e l i e f ;  M s .  R i t a  I z s a k ,  I n d e p e n d e n t  E x p e r t  f o r  M i n o r i t y  I s s u e s ,  

a n d ;  D r .  A h m e d  S h a h e e d ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  U n i v e r s a l  R i g h t s ,  

t h i s  p a n e l  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  

U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d  i t s  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  i n  p r o m o t i n g  a n d  

p r o t e c t i n g  t h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  r i g h t .   

 

T h e  D i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  e l a b o r a t e  u p o n  t h e  s c o p e  a n d  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  1 8  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  D e c l a r a t i o n  

H u m a n  R i g h t s  w h i c h  p r o t e c t s  f r e e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t ,  c o n s c i e n c e  

a n d  r e l i g i o n ;  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  c h a n g e  o n e ’ s  r e l i g i o u s  

b e l i e f  a n d  m a n i f e s t  o n e ’ s  b e l i e f  i n  t e a c h i n g ,  p r a c t i s e ,  w o r s h i p ,  

a n d  o b s e r v a n c e .  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

c o m m u n i t i e s ,   m a n y  o f  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n  

i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e n s i t y ,  t h r e a t s ,  v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  p e r s e c u t i o n .   

 

I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a n  i n s i g h t f u l  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  

e x p e r t s  i n  p a r a l l e l  t o  c u r r e n t  T h i r d  C o m m i t t e e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o n  

b o t h  t h e  E U  r e s o l u t i o n  o n  F r e e d o m  o f  R e l i g i o n  o r  B e l i e f  a n d  t h e  

O I C - l e d  r e s o l u t i o n  o n  c o m b a t i n g  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  n e g a t i v e  

s t e r e o t y p i n g  a n d  s t i g m a t i z a t i o n  o f ,  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  

i n c i t e m e n t  t o  v i o l e n c e  a n d  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t ,  p e r s o n s  b a s e d  o n  

r e l i g i o n  o r  b e l i e f .  I t  i s  a l s o  a  t i m e l y  p r e l u d e  t o  t h e  2 0 1 3  U N  

f o r u m  o n  M i n o r i t y  i s s u e s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  r i g h t s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  m i n o r i t i e s .   

 

 


